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Happy March everyone, spring is right around the corner! What 
started off as a relatively mild mannered Bruce Banner-like 
winter got blasted by some gamma rays and turned into a final 
two months of Hulk Smash! The last message I wrote was rife 
with “polar vortex” references and complications, and seemingly 
only a few weeks later we experienced something known as a 
“bomb cyclone,” which translated to a resident of Berkley 
means, “Please, please, please don’t make me lose power.” 
 

In more specific city-related news, March will bring us back to our normal meeting 
schedule of the first and third Monday of each month. Although there was only one 
official meeting in February, the City did hold a Town Hall regarding recreational 
marijuana licenses in Berkley. And yes, I’m using the “j” spelling here because I’m 
not an attorney, this is not a legal document, and because that’s the spelling I prefer. 
 

Prior to that meeting, and certainly after, I’ve received a ton of feedback from 
residents on both sides of the issue. There is very little ambiguity here, at least from 
those who have communicated to me, and I suppose that makes sense. If someone 
doesn’t feel strongly about an issue, he/she probably wouldn’t spend the time 
crafting an email saying as much. But even speaking with folks in passing, I rarely 
come across the person that says, “Eh, I really don’t care either way.” 
 

With that in mind, I’m going to spend some time addressing my feelings on 
recreational marijuana in Berkley. First off, recreational marijuana is legal in 
Michigan, as well as nine other states in the country, and you can bet that the 
number will grow in 2019. 
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March  2019 

Message from the Mayor 
Daniel Terbrack 

Stay Connected!    

If you want to receive the city 
newsletter, alerts related to water 
main breaks, snow events, road 
construction and other important 

notices, send your email address to: 
communications@berkleymich.net. 

Please put Newsletter Subscription in 
the subject line. 
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Scheduled Meetings 

at Berkley City Hall: 

City Council 7 PM 

March 4th and 18th 

 

Planning Commission  

7:30 PM 

March 26th   

ZBA 7 PM 

No Meeting 

Watch City Council and Planning 

Commission meetings live on the 

city's website or on cable. (WOW-

ch. 10, Xfinity-Ch. 17). These 

meetings are also available, on-

demand, on the city's YouTube 

channel 3-4 days after the meeting. 

City Manager’s Office 
Matt Baumgarten 

 

As we prepare the 2019-20 Fiscal Year budget, department 
heads have already provided their first drafts to help determine 
how city resources will be allocated in the new budget year 
beginning July 1st.  Department heads consider their priorities 
for the new year and together, we will be able to identify 
opportunities to improve service delivery to Berkley residents 
and businesses alike. An ample amount of time will be spent 

weighing priorities and expenses so that we plan for what is 
needed and taxpayer dollars are used in a responsible and 
prudent manner. 
 
 

 

 
 

Before any funds are spent in the new fiscal year, the City Council will review each 
department budget line-by-line at special meetings that will be held on May 14-16. 
These meetings will be held in the 2nd floor conference room at the Public Safety 
Building. Residents are welcome to attend. It’s a great opportunity to see how the 
City’s budget process works and the care that goes into providing quality city services. 
 

This is the time of year when spring road construction plans are being finalized.  
When construction season starts, the DPW will begin a water main replacement 
project on Coolidge between 12 Mile and Webster. A new 12-inch water main will be 
installed in the western green belt along Coolidge. More details regarding this project 
will be provided at a later date. If you’d like to receive updates on construction 
projects as well as other important matters involving the City, get connected by 
sending your email address to communications@berkleymich.net. 

mailto:communications@berkleymich.net
mailto:communications@berkleymich.net
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Chipper Service:  During the winter months, the chipper will be deployed based on demand and the number of calls for brush 
pick up and downed branches and debris resulting from storms. As a reminder, the chipper service is for branches over 4' in 
length and over 2" in diameter. If chipper service is needed, please call DPW at 248-658-3490. 

2019 Yard Waste Schedule: Free pickup of yard bags or labeled cans (50 lbs. limit) will begin the first full week of April. Until 
then, please take bagged yard waste to SOCRRA at 995 Coolidge Hwy in Troy.  The 2019 Yard Waste Collection & Chipper 
information is posted on the City’s website under the Public Works menu. 

Trash Toters: Wheeled trash cans (96-gallon trash toters) can be purchased for $60 each at the DPW. These are cans, with 
attached lids, are dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler. 

 
No Changes:  Garbage and recycling pick-up for the month of March will occur according to the regular schedule (no changes). 

Attention All Snow Birds:  Contact DPW to shut off water service if you’re headed south for the winter. This will prevent the 
possibility of pipes freezing while you’re away.  You can also provide a temporary mailing address so that utility bills can be sent 
directly to you during this time. 

 

Snow plowing season is here!  Residents and businesses are asked to follow these guidelines: 

Do not push or plow snow into the public street. 
Move parked vehicles off the street during snow events (two or more inches). 

Give road crews ample room to safely clear the streets. Snowplows need “room to groom.” 
 

 

If you have any questions, please refer to the City website at www.berkleymich.org or call the DPW at 248-658-3490. 

Department of Public Works 

Mayor’s Message, continued from page 1 

Over 30 states allow medical use. This is not a trend - it is an occurrence. It is happening, whether folks like it or not. As the number 
of fully legalized states increases over the next few years, the federal government will have no choice but to reexamine its 
classification of marijuana as well (which is why the argument that “it’s illegal federally, so it should be illegal here” isn’t salient for 
me). That is the reality, and I’m aware of that, but it doesn’t mean we have to allow marijuana businesses in Berkley. 
 
So, is it worth it for the City because of the tax revenue that will come pouring in? No, probably not. I’ve been involved with the 
state government long enough to know that money that goes to the state first typically doesn’t make it back to the municipalities - 
at least not much. But to be honest, this isn’t much of a factor in my decision any way. 
 
What matters the most is what our residents want in terms of culture and convenience. Those who don’t want it say it’s a drug. It 
will bring crime. It’s primarily a cash business. Kids will have easier access to it. Those that want it say 70% of Berkley residents 
voted for it. The country is changing. Lead the marijuana revolution. Berkley should be the marijuana mecca of Michigan. Pot for 
potholes! 
 
And those are all valid concerns. But it’s also rhetoric, no different than a post on Facebook or NextDoor, designed to convince 
someone of something. 
  

We were the first community in Southeast Michigan to hold a public input meeting on marijuana, had every local news outlet there, 
and we got chastised for not doing it well enough by certain individuals on both sides of the issue! All I wanted out of that meeting 
was to get a sense for what people wanted - and I did. And a quick note on the surveys - yes, I’m aware they could be manipulated. 
I’m also aware that either side could manipulate them. No, they will not be the sole factor in my decision, but they will serve as a 
data point. 
 
So, what does all this rambling mean? It means my biggest concern right now is not the arguments for or against. My biggest 
concern is how the state will ultimately answer the myriad number of questions regarding the regulation of recreational marijuana 
businesses. It took some time to hash (pun intended) out the medical marijuana regulations, but they eventually got there. I think 
the same will hold true for recreational. 
 
Do we just say no? Do we want to be a part of the beta test? Or do we want to wait for the kinks to be worked out before adopting? 
Or, since a very real concern is safe access for medical needs, maybe the City reopens that conversation, and perhaps opts-in to 
having a medical establishment as a precursor to recreational while all of questions are answered/litigated on the recreational side? 
These are the questions that we need to answer over the coming months. 

 
In the meantime, the Tigers are in Lakeland, so think spring! 
  

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/public_works/docs/Public%20Works/pdf%202019%20Compost%20flyer.pdf
http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/public_works/docs/Public%20Works/pdf%202019%20Compost%20flyer.pdf
http://www.berkleymich.org/
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City Offices 

Hours of Operation 

 
City Hall: 

Monday - Friday 
8:30 AM - 5 PM  

**Closed from 1 PM - 2 PM 
 

Department of Public Works:  
Monday - Friday 

7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
 

Berkley Public Library  
Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM 

Fri: 10 AM to 6 PM 
Sat: 10 AM to 3 PM 

Sun: Closed 
 

Community Center: 
Monday - Friday 

  8:30 AM to 5 PM 
  (call for evening and weekend hours) 

 

March Office Closures: 
None 

The Berkley Historical Museum has a large collection of Berkley team photos. We 
collect everything from Berkley High School football team photos to Little League. 
Here is the 1976 Little League Phillies. Doesn't this make you feel like spring is almost 
here? If you have a picture of your team please share it with the museum so it can be 
added to the collection. Bowling, swimming, tennis, basketball - we want it all! 

 
The Berkley Historical 

Museum is located in the 
Historic Fire Hall, 3338 

Coolidge Highway. 
    

The museum is open to 
the public most 

Wednesdays from 10 am 
to 1 pm and most 

Sundays from 2-4 pm. 

 

 

Historical Museum 

Parks and Recreation March Programs & Classes 

 

ADULT CLASSES 
 
Dog Obedience Classes 
Advanced and Beginner Tai Chi 
Boot Camp 
Yoga Blend 
Zumba 

SENIOR TRIPS & CLASSES 
 
MGM Casino 
Date: March 13th   Time: 10 am 
Cost:  $10 
 
Senior Thursdays at the DIA 
Date: March 28th  Time: 12 pm 
Cost: $5 
 
Enhance Fitness 
Presented by Beaumont Hospital 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 am to 10 am 
To register, call 947-522-1133 
All classes are led by a trained professional 
Classes are free, space is limited. 
 
Chair Yoga 
Mondays and Thursdays starting March 4th 
Cost: $49 – save $18 if you sign up for both classes 

Time: 11 am – 12 pm 

 

YOUTH CLASSES 

 
Bear Lacrosse 
Doll and Me Tea Party 
Abrakadoodle Mini Doodlers 
Abrakadoodle Twoosy Doodlers 
Bricks 4 Kidz 
Parent-Tot Playgroup 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Breakfast with the Bunny is on Saturday, April 13th 
Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register 
Times: 9 am or 10:30 am 
Cost: $5 per person 
Deadline for registration is Wednesday, April 10th. After 
deadline, LATE prices apply IF space is still available 

Spring Break Camp, April 2-5 
Residents: $38    Non-residents: $43 
Time: 8:45 am to 5 pm (Extended times available) 

 

Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs and 
classes and to view ongoing fitness classes that are available 
throughout the month. 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
http://berkley.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx
http://berkley.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx
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                                   Berkley Public Library 

 
                                 

 

ADULTS 

Origami Club at Berkley Library 
Monday, March 4th, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
If you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, join us 
to learn and explore with like-minded individuals. 
 
An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, March 6th, at 6:30 pm 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of the 
present moment, the most important time of our lives. We will 
start with a short introduction followed by a 30 minute guided, 
sitting meditation, and then with questions, answers and 

interesting experiences. Session led by Greg Sherburn.  
 
Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, March 12th, at 12:30 pm 
“An American Marriage,” by Tayari Jones 
 
Number One Chinese Restaurant Taste Off 
Thursday, March 14th, at 6:30 pm 
Event is at Ferndale Area District Library 
Berkley, Ferndale, and Oak Park pit their best Chinese 
restaurants against each other in a taste-off style event. Vote 
for your favorites and help us name the best Chinese 
restaurant in our area. Please register for the event at 
https://goo.gl/forms/ekggTbVDTpc3Tbwr2. 
 
Berkley Reading Society 

Thursday, March 21st, at 6:30 pm  
“Number One Chinese Restaurant,” by Lillian Li 
 
Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 
Tuesday, March 26th, at 6:30 pm  
Join Mike Tocco, a registered acupuncturist, to find out how 
acupuncture and Chinese medicine can help you feel better. 
Acupuncture is used for more than just pain relief. Besides 
reducing pain, it can improve digestion, reduce seasonal 
allergies, help with sleep, increase energy and better manage 
stress. 

TEENS 
 

Shamrock Shakes 
Tuesday, March 19th, at 6 pm 
Celebrate St. Patrick's Day by learning how to make everyone's 
favorite green milkshake and potato pancakes. Come hungry! 
Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

 

YOUTH 
   

Family Movie: The House with a Clock in Its Walls 
Saturday, March 9th, at 11 am    Rated PG 
Ten-year-old Lewis goes to live with his oddball uncle in a 
creaky old house that contains a mysterious ‘tick tock' noise. 
We'll provide the popcorn! 

 

 
Michigan Reads Storytime  
Tuesday, March 12th, at 6 pm  
Join us for a storytime based around this year's Michigan 
Reads’ book, “Touch the Brightest Star” by Christie 
Matheson. We'll target 2-6 year olds, and all family members 
and siblings are welcome. No registration required. 
 
Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, March 18th, at 6:30 pm 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities will 
target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their grown-ups 
and siblings are welcome. No registration needed. 

 
Book Art 
Saturday, March 23rd, at 11 am 
Young Rembrandts will share the book “Little Owl's Night” 
and then lead children in creating art based on the story. 
This program is recommended for preschool-aged children. 
Please register the number of children who will be attending 
by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
Cartoon Drawing  
Saturday, March 23rd, at 1 pm  
Young Rembrandts will teach children how to draw a 
sequence--a series of sequential images that convey a story. 
This program is recommended for elementary school 

children. Please register the number of children who will be 
attending by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

Lapsit Storytime 

Mondays at 10:30 am   Starting March 18th. 

This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, with 

a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes of stories, 

songs, and fingerplays and 25 minutes of playtime. No 

registration needed. 

 

Preschool Storytime 

Tuesdays at 10:30 am       Starting March 19th. 

The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities and a 

craft for ages 3-6. This storytime is for those who are able to 

participate without their adult in the room. Parents and 

others are asked to remain in the library during the program. 

No registration needed. 

 
Parent-Toddler Storytime 

Thursdays at 10:30 am 

Parent-Toddler storytime          Starting March 21st. 

This storytime is for ages 18 months to 3 years, with a 

parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 30 minutes of stories, 

fingerplays, songs, and activities. No registration needed.   

https://goo.gl/forms/ekggTbVDTpc3Tbwr2
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
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Join us on March 14th for a Multi-Community Planning Process Open House 

Over the past six months, the cities of Huntington Woods, Oak Park, and Berkley have been working together to look at our 
collective shared corridors. These include Eleven Mile from Woodward to Greenfield and Coolidge Highway from Nine Mile to 
Twelve Mile.  
 

Our goal has been to find ways to enhance our shared streets with increased pedestrian and bike access, multi-mobile 
opportunities, and potential green infrastructure that would help mitigate storm water run-off as well as beautify these two 
corridors.  
 

This Multi-Community Partnership received a grant from the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) for a 
planning process to study these issues in more depth. An RFP was distributed and the consulting firm of Spalding DeDecker was 
selected to lead the process. 
 

We are now in the public input phase of the planning process. Berkley will host its public input session on Thursday, March 14th, 
from 6 pm to 8 pm in the Public Safety Second Floor conference room, located at 2395 Twelve Mile Road.  
 

Our consulting team will be there to gather feedback on a variety of ideas and concepts for corridor improvements in the areas of 
study noted above. We hope you will join us for this very informative discussion! 

What’s Up Downtown! 
 

Are You Prepared For An Emergency? 
 

 

Emergency management is the discipline of dealing with and avoiding risks associated with catastrophic events and both natural 
and man-made disasters. These types of events can have equally catastrophic consequences for communities, regions, or entire 
countries. Being prepared to respond to such events is a dynamic process than can influence how quickly a community can 
mitigate or recover from an emergency incident. 
 
Planning, though critical, is not the only component. Effective emergency management relies on the integration of emergency 
plans at all levels of government and non-government, including individuals and community organizations. When catastrophic 
incidents occur, the local first responders must be prepared to do what is necessary to protect Berkley residents. 
 
The City has already identified key members of its Emergency Management Team that will be responsible for providing effective 
leadership and coordination of City resources should a catastrophic incident occur. Members also develop and update the City’s 
Emergency Operation Support Plan (EOP) and are instrumental in coordinating emergency management activities, services and 
programs in the City of Berkley. In addition, Berkley is one of many communities in Oakland County with a population over 10,000 
that have elected to fall under the county’s Emergency Operations Plan. 
 
If an emergency occurs in Berkley, Public Safety first responders will report to the scene. When needed, DPW will also respond to 
address infrastructure concerns.  They may request mutual aid from neighboring cities for manpower and equipment. The 
Emergency Operations Center may be activated and the City’s EOP may also be initiated. If necessary, Oakland County would be 
notified to coordinate activities, especially if a state of emergency is declared in our City.   
 
Severe Weather Awareness Week is March 24-30 and residents should also be prepared! You may ask: “How should I begin?”  
The answer is easy: Make a plan. 

 
 Step 1: Start by discussing these 4 questions with your family and friends:  

1. How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings? 
2. What is my shelter plan? 
3. What is my evacuation route? 
4. What is my family/household communication plan? 

Step 2: Consider the specific needs of your household. 

Step 3: Fill out a family emergency plan. 

Step 4: Practice your plan with our family. 

 
For more information, visit: https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

     1 
9:00 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance 

Fitness 

2 

3 4 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

5:30 pm Origami 

Club 

7:00 pm City 

Council Meeting 

5 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: Enhance 

Fitness 

6 

6:30 pm An 

Introduction to 

Mindfulness 

Meditation 

7 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair Yoga 

8 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

9 
11:00 am Family 

Movie: The 

House with a 

Clock in Its Walls 

10 

4:00 pm Historical 

Committee 

11 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

7:00 pm Tree 

Board Meeting 

12 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: Enhance 

Fitness 

12:30 

pm Afternoon 

Book Club 

6:00 pm Michigan 

Reads Storytime 

13 

8:30 am DDA 

Meeting 

10:00 am Senior 

Trips: MGM Casino 

14 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair Yoga 

6:30 pm Number 

One Chinese 

Restaurant Taste-Off 

at Ferndale 

7:00 pm Parks and 

Recreation Advisory 

Board 

15 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

16 

17 18 

10:30 am Lapsit 

Storytime 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

6:30 pm Family 

Evening Storytime 

7:00 pm City 

Council Meeting 

19 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: Enhance 

Fitness 

10:30 

am Preschool 

Storytime 

6:00 pm Teen 

program: 

Shamrock Shakes 

20 

6:30 

pm Technology 

Advisory 

Committee 

21 

10:30 am Parent-

Toddler Storytime 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair Yoga 

6:30 pm Berkley 

Reading Society 

22 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

23 
11:00 am Book 

Art 
1:00 

pm Cartoon 

Drawing 

24 25 

10:30 am Lapsit 

Storytime 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

26 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: Enhance 

Fitness 

10:30 

am Preschool 

Storytime 

6:30 

pm Acupuncture 

and Chinese 

Medicine 

7:30 pm Planning 

Commission 

Meeting 

27 

6:30 pm Citizens 

Engagement 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

28 

10:30 am Parent-

Toddler Storytime 

11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair Yoga 

12:00 pm Senior 

Trips: Detroit Institute 

of Arts 

6:30 

pm Environmental 

Advisory Committee 

29 

9:00 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

30 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Make sure to purchase your tickets by April 10th for Breakfast with the Bunny at 
the Berkley Community Center on Saturday, April 13th, at 9 am or 10:30 am. Visit 

Berkley.maxgalaxy.net or call 248-658-3470 to purchase your tickets! 
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